
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 19th of January, 2009 at 3.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny.

Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. T. Breathnach

Present:
Cllrs. Mary Hilda Cavanagh, Pat Millea, Maurice Shortall, John Brennan, Catherine Connery, Marie Fitzpatrick, John Coonan, Pat Fitzpatrick, Martin Brett, Michael Lanigan, Malcolm Noonan, Matt Doran, Billy Ireland, Tom Maher, Dixie Doyle, Pat O’Neill, Tommy Brennan, Michael O’ Brien, Ann Phelan, Pat Walsh, Dick Dowling, Cora Long, Pat O’ Neill, Pat Dunphy, 
Apologies:
Cllr. Catherine Phelan. 
In attendance:
 J. Crockett County Manager, T. Walsh, P. O’ Neill, 

J. Mulholland and J. McCormack Directors of Services, 

J Dempsey, Head of Finance, S. Walton & B. Mernagh Senior Engineers, M. Newport Senior Social Worker and Adrian Waldron Meetings Administrator. 
 
At the outset of the meeting the Cathaoirleach wished all in attendance a Happy New Year. He noted that tragedy had struck in the intervening period since the last Council meeting. 

On behalf of Kilkenny County Council, sympathy was offered to the family of Sharon Whelan and her two daughters Zarah and Nadia who died in such tragic circumstances in their house in Roscon, Windgap on Christmas morning.

 The tragedy that occurred in Castlecomer was also mentioned and sympathy was also sent to the family and friends of the late Michael Brennan who died in tragic circumstances over the Christmas period.

 The passing of former Kilkenny Person of the Year the late Tom Halpin who was the former president of the Kilkenny Rugby Club and was known for his immense contribution to a number of charities in the city was noted. Sympathy was offered to his wife Anne, his six children and extended family and friends. 

At this juncture the Meeting stood for a minutes silence.

Following this minutes silence, the Cathaoirleach noted the difficult economic times we are living in and confirmed that the thoughts of Kilkenny County Council were with those who have lost their jobs over the last number of weeks particularly the proposed closure of Waterford Crystal which will impact hugely on the South East Region.

 He noted the closure of Kilkenny Voice newspaper whose reporters would have attended Council Meetings over the last number of years and wished all involved well in their efforts to find employment over the forthcoming months. 

Some good news was reported as at a ceremony in Paris on January 7th, Liam Aylward MEP and former member of Kilkenny County Council was named on the French honours list for the year 2008, being bestowed with the highest honour that the French government can give a non French national in recognition of the leadership he has shown on key agricultural issues in Europe over the past 4 years. 

Congratulations were sent to all involved in the Castlecomer Wellie Race 

Congratulations were sent to the John of God Sisters who recently celebrated their centenary of 100 years in Owning, Piltown. 

Congratulations were offered to 3 of Kilkenny’s science students who took awards at this years BT Young Scientist and Technology Exhibition. Peter Nolan & Gerard Luby from St. Kieran’s College came 3rd in the Intermediate group of the technology category and Kevin Booth from Kilkenny CBS who received highly commended in the chemical, physical and mathematical category. 

Thanks were offered to the members of the local Indian Community who had invited the Cathaoirleach to their Christmas celebrations

The Cathaoirleach took the opportunity to thank all involved in that morning’s official opening of the Linear Park.

A vote of sympathy was extended to the following:- 
· Peggy Walsh & Family, Ballincur, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Johnny Walsh. 
· John Purcell, Gaulstown, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Phil Purcell. 

· The Bowe Family, Turkstown, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of Molly Bowe.

· The Lynch Family, 12 O’ Loughlin Court, Kilkenny on the death of Eileen Lynch. 

· George Sherwood, C/o Sherwood’s, High Street, Kilkenny on the death of his mother. 

· Shane Carroll, 111 Robertshill, Kilkenny on the death of his mother. 

· Mrs. Dowling, Walkin Street, Kilkenny on the death of her husband Noel Dowling. 

· The Hogan Family, St. Anthony’s, Newpark, Kilkenny on the death of Pauline Hogan. 

· Christie & Nancy Whelan, Rossanery Court, Windgap, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their daughter Sharon and grandchildren Zsara and Nadia. 

· Jim & Annie Hennessy, Seskin, Windgap, Co. Kilkenny on the death of their son George Hennessy. 

· Mary Quinn, Clonmore, Piltown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Mick Quinn. 

· Olive Cullen, Drumdowney, Slieverue, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Tony Cullen. 

· Monica Walsh, Dunkitt, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Billy Walsh. 

· Anne Hayde, Balief, Woodsgift, Via Thurles, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her brother John Dermody. 

· May Murphy, Ballyconra, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Jack Murphy. 

· Larry O’ Reilly, Grange, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Margaret O’ Reilly. 

· Anne O’ Regan, Danesfort, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her husband Denis O’ Regan. 

· John Joe Campion, 5 Woodview, Freshford, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Phyllis Campion. 

· John & Ruth Mulcahy, The Green, Ballyragget, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife and Ruth’s mother. 

· Felix Griffin, Comeragh View, Mooncoin, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Elizabeth Griffin. 
· John Downey, Knockatore, The Rower, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his father Pat Downey. 

· Derek Barco, Dunbell, Maddoxtown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his wife Nellie Barco. 

· Stan Cody, Dunbell, Maddoxtown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of his mother Maura Cody. 

· Mary Quinn, Chapel Street, Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny on the death of her mother Kate O’ Neill. 

Item 1.  Confirmation of Minutes - Dearbhú Miontuairiscí:

(a) Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on 15th December, 2008. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien  Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- “ That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday 15th December, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
It was agreed that the minutes would be amended to reflect the following:- “It was proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, seconded by Cllr. M. Noonan “That the official opening of the Watershed should be conducted by the Cathaoirleach of Kilkenny County Council and the Mayor of Kilkenny Borough Council”. 

It was requested by Cllr. P. Cuddihy that the signage for the Watershed should include the logo’s of both Kilkenny County Council and Kilkenny Borough Council. It was further suggested by Cllr. Cuddihy that one of the meeting rooms in the Watershed be named “The Tom Timmons Room” Mr. Timmons had been extremely influential in progressing water safety in County Kilkenny. 
(b) Minutes of Statutory Budget Meeting held on 15th December, 2008. 
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- “That the minutes of the Statutory Budget Meeting   held on 15th December, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(c)
Minutes of Thomastown Electoral Area Meeting held on 11th November, 2008. 

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved: - “That the minutes of Thomastown Electoral Meeting held on 11th  November, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(d) Minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area meeting held on 1st December, 2008.    

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- “That the minutes of Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 1st December, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 

(e) Minutes of the Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 16th December, 2008.  

Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- “That the minutes of the Housing & Social Policy SPC Meeting held on 16th December, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”.
(f) Minutes of Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 19th December, 2008
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. D. Dowling and resolved:- “That the minutes of the Housing & Social Policy SPC Meeting held on 19th December, 2008 copy of which had been circulated to each member with the agenda be and are hereby adopted”. 
Item 2.
Business prescribed by Statute, Standing Orders or Resolutions of the Council. - Gnó forordaithe do réir Reachtaíochta, Orduithe Seasta, nó Rúin an Chomhairle.         

Housing & Other Disposal - Tithíocht & Díuscairt Eile

(a)
Housing Díuscairt

(i)
Proposed by Cllr. P. O’ Neill, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien and resolved:- “That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest in house at Ballyreddin, Bennettsbridge, Co. Kilkenny in accordance with the terms of the Housing Acts 1966 to 2002”
(b)
 Housing -  Tithíocht
(i) Housing Activities for the Year 2008 (report circulated at December Meeting) 

Following a comprehensive report on the housing activities for 2008 given by Tony Walsh Director of Services, there was a lengthy discussion on this report to which most members contributed. 

There were a number of questions arising from members contributions to which Mr. Walsh replied. He confirmed that he was confident that Kilkenny Local Authorities will be able to proceed with the completion of the Ossory Park Project this year. He confirmed that there would be attendance from an official from the housing office at the forthcoming Piltown Electoral Area meeting to discuss the aspects of the housing report specific to that area. 
In response to clarifications required concerning the RAS Scheme, Mr. Walsh explained that the terms of this scheme are that it is a five year lease and is intended as a long term solution for housing applicants. He confirmed that within that five year period there could a review dependentdependent on changes of circumstances for the applicant. 
During the course of the debate the following resolutions were passed: - “It was proposed by Cllr. D. Doyle, Seconded by Cllr. M. O’ Brien “That Kilkenny County Council write to the Minister for the Environment requesting that a stipulation be introduced whereby if mortgage holders have been paying their mortgage consistently for a period of ten years or more, that no repossession proceedings can be taken out against them”. 
It was proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy “That Kilkenny County Council fully supports all efforts being made by Friends of St. Patrick’s Hospital in Waterford and call on our Government through the Department of Health to fully finance the rehabilitation of the section of the hospital now in danger of closure”. 
It was proposed by Cllr. M. O’ Brien, Seconded by Cllr. P. Cuddihy and resolved: “ That Kilkenny County Council immediately seek that a deputation meet with the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to outline to the serious effect on the people of Kilkenny City & County arising from the cutbacks from the grants for older people”. It was further resolved that this resolution be extended to include all Oireachtas members for the Carlow, Kilkenny area”. 

Contributions:- Cllrs. P. Cuddihy, M. Shortall, J. Coonan, M. Doran, M. Fitzpatrick, M. Brett, D. Doyle, D. Dowling, J. Brennan, P. O’ Neill, M. Noonan, P. Fitzpatrick, M. Lanigan, M. H. Cavanagh, A. Phelan, P. Dunphy, C. Long, T. Maher, P. Walsh, P. Millea, M. O’ Brien. 
It was suggested by the Cathaoirleach that a follow up workshop take place regarding the issues arising from this report and that this workshop may be held in conjunction with the housing SPC. 
At this juncture the Cathaoirleach left the meeting for a few minutes and the Leas Cathaoirleach P. Dunphy took the chair. 

(ii) Kilkenny Local Authorities Traveller Accommodation Programme 2009-2013. 
It was proposed by Cllr. M. Noonan, Seconded by Cllr. C. Connery and resolved: - “That Kilkenny Local Authorities Traveller Accommodation Programme, copy of which was circulated to each member be and is hereby approved”. 

Contribution:- Cllrs. M. Noonan, C. Connery, J. Coonan, D. Dowling, C. Long, T. Maher. 

The Leas Cathaoirleach thanked Tony Walsh, Margaret Newport, Jim Ryan and the staff of the housing department for their efforts in progressing this programme. 

(c) 
Finance - Airgeadas 
(i)
 Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- “That, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, Kilkenny County Council hereby approves overdraft borrowings to a maximum of €20,000,000 for the half year ending 30th June, 2009”. 

(ii)  Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Seconded by Cllr. T. Maher and resolved:- “That, subject to the sanction of the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, Kilkenny County Council hereby approves overdraft borrowings to a maximum amount of €20,000,000 for the half year ending 31st December, 2009”. 

(d)
Community & Enterprise - Pobal agus Fiontar

(i)       Directorship of Kilkenny County Enterprise Board 

Proposed by Cllr. M. Brett, Seconded by Cllr. M. Lanigan and resolved:- “That Cllrs. M. Noonan and M. Doran whose terms of office are due to expire on the 11th of February, 2009 be reappointed as two of Kilkenny County Council’s nominees on the Kilkenny County Enterprise Board Ltd for a further 3 year period. 

(ii) Joint Policing Committees – A presentation on same was given by Tony Walsh, Director of Services with responsibility for this matter. Following this presentation there were a number of queries from members requesting further clarification on the terms of reference of this committee, the implications for Councillors sitting on this committee and the make up of same. 
In light of the requirement for further clarification it was agreed that the filling of vacancies on the committee for Kilkenny County Council would be deferred until the February meeting. It was agreed that the Cathaoirleach would meet with leaders of each party group and talk to Tony Walsh and the County Manager in the intervening period in an effort to resolve any outstanding issues before the February meeting. 

Contributions: - Cllrs. D. Dowling, C. Connery, J. Brennan, P. Dunphy, P. O’ Neill, M. H. Cavanagh, P. Millea. 
(e)
Environment – Comhshaol 
River Nore Linear Walk – Commencement of Statutory Part 8 process for Lacken Walk. 

Proposed by Cllr. P. Cuddihy, Seconded by Cllr. M. Noonan and resolved:- “That in accordance with the report received and the brief presentation made by Simon Walton Senior Engineer at this meeting, That Kilkenny County Council commence with the Statutory Part 8 process for the Lacken Walk as part of the River Nore Linear Walk”. 

As there were a number of issues coming up for discussion under urgent correspondence, it was agreed that the meeting move onto other issues that required completion before reverting back to this specific item. 

4.     
Business adjourned from a previous Meeting - Gnó ar athló ó chruinniú   roimhe  seo:

   None 

5.    Fix Dates and Times of Meetings - Dátaí agus Amanta do chruinnithe a shocrú:
(i)
Schedule of meetings from January – March. It was proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and resolved: - “That the schedule of meetings as circulated be and is hereby agreed”. 
(ii)
Fix date for Workshop Meeting for the development of the Council’s input into the County Development Board Strategy. Date of Thursday 29th of January at 3.00 p.m. was fixed for this Workshop meeting. 
6.
Consideration of Reports and Recommendations of Committees of the Council - Plé ar Thuairiscí agus Moltaí ó Choistí an Comhairle: 

(a)  Report on Thomastown Electoral Area Committee Meeting held on 11th November, 2008 

(b)  Report on Kilkenny Electoral Area Meeting held on 1st December, 2008 

(c)
Report on the Housing & Social Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 16th December, 2008 

(d)
Report on Callan Electoral Area Meeting held on 19th December, 2008 

The above reports were all deferred. 
7.
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting -   Gnó Eile romhainn i bhFógra reachtála an Chruinnithe   
None  

(8) 
Education & Training 

(a)
Request for approvals to attend as per circulated list:-


 Proposed by Cllr. D. Dowling, Seconded by Cllr. M. Brett and agreed. 

(9)
Matters Arising from Minutes – Gnótha ag èirí as Miontuairiscí

None

(10)
Any Other Business – Aon Ghnó Eile 


None 

 (11) 
Notices of Motion - Fógraí Rúin:


None 

12.
Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny County Council County   Council - Fógraí i dtaobh Rúin ó Údaráis Áitiúla eile ag lorg tacaíochta ó Chomhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh:

1(09)
Tralee Town Council – 10th December, 2008 

“That Tralee Town Council would request the Minister for Health introduce a 24 hour 7 day social work service nationwide as soon as possible in line with the recommendations of the Committee of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child”. 

Noted. 

2(09)
South Tipperary County Council – 10th December, 2008 

“That this Council calls on Government to implement the school vaccination programme for all twelve year old girls as announced by the Minister for Health last August”. 

Noted. 

3(09)
Fingal County Council – 11th December, 2008 
“That this Council calls on the Government to reverse the massive cuts in education introduced in the Budget and also the increase in class sizes/reductions of teachers and that should this motion be passed by Fingal County Council that we would request all other Local Authorities to follow suit”. 

Noted. 

4(09)
Final County Council – 11th December, 2008 

“That this Council condemns outright the proposed Government outback’s in education and, in particular, their potentially devastating effects on schools with Fingal. These cuts in teaching posts and resources will lower the quality of education and exacerbate disadvantage and inequality. This Council calls for the withdrawal of these cuts which target children for a financial crisis not of their making”. 

Noted. 

At this juncture the meeting reverted to Item 3. 
3.
 Urgent Correspondence - Comhfhreagras Práinneach


There were a number of issues raised under this item. The Cathaoirleach informed the meeting that he had been approached by Waterford City Council requesting that Kilkenny County Council would lend its support to attempt to offset difficulties arising from the proposed closure of Waterford Glass. As part of this approach he had been requested to take part in a task force to this effect. The terms of reference for this task force were to try to achieve a reasonable outcome for the staff affected by this closure. In particular: - the protection of jobs, protection of pensions, protection of existing contractual arrangements. The Cathaoirleach asked for the support of members for his continuing participation at these meetings. It was proposed by Cllr. D. Dowing and agreed that the issue of the impending closure of Waterford Crystal be put on the agenda for Friday’s meeting of the Piltown Electoral Area. 


Contributions: Cllrs. C. Long, P. Walsh and P. Dunphy. 


The County Manager confirmed that Kilkenny County Council have now received permission from An Bord Pleanala to abstract water from various wells in South Kilkenny and to commence work on phase 1 on the Mooncoin Regional Water supply scheme this summer. Philip O’ Neill Director of Services confirmed that work would be completed on same some time next year. The County Manager took the opportunity to welcome the support of the IDA who are assisting financially in the progression of this scheme. 


At this juncture it was proposed by Cllr. T. Maher, Seconded by Cllr. P. Dunphy and resolved “That Standing Orders be extended to allow completion of discussion on item 3. Urgent Correspondence”. 


Philip O’ Neill confirmed to the meeting that water had now been restored to all areas in South Kilkenny except for Slieverue. He further confirmed water would be restored to Slieverue the following morning. 


Philip O’ Neill apologised to service users in the areas affected and outlined particular climatic reasons which contributed to this outage. He assured members that local water services staff hadhad been working day and night to restore supplies. The Cathaoirleach acknowledged the work of the fire service and the water service staff who had made themselves available all during the weekend. 


The County Manager drew the attention of the members to the press release which had been circulated from Diageo. 


The Cathaoirleach drew members attention that a severe weather alert had been issued by Met Eireann. 
The meeting concluded at 6.15 p.m. 
_________________________



___________ 

CATHAOIRLEACH






DATE 
PAGE  
11

